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Above right: The Ventura Family arrives at Ben Gurion Airport from 
Paris under the auspices of the International Fellowship of Chris-
tians and Jews. (See story p.17. )
Above left: (from left) Gon Erez; Mohammed Darawshe, speaker for 
the Inter-Agency Task Force in Israel; YJAF President Alan Kretzer; 
YAJF Endowment Director Debbi Grinstein; and Shai Erez at the 
Shlichim-sponsored lunch and learn.
Far left: Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernández affirms his 
nation’s friendship with Israel. (See story p.  16.)
Left: The seemingly infinite array of Pretty Pretzels was just one of  
the hundreds of kosher products displayed at Kosherfest.  (See story 
pps. 18-19.)
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Commentary

By Morton A. Klein, president of the Zionist Organization of America 
and Elizabeth Berney, Esq., director of special projects

ZOA leaderships condemns  
ABC’s false characterizations 

On Nov. 12 
and 13, we 
observed 
Rosh 
Chodesh 
Kislev, 
which 
means that 
Hanukkah 
is only a 
few days 
away. 

How can it be that we are half way 
through the month of Hanukkah? Can it 
really be that Simchat Torah was so long 
ago that we are now looking down the 
business end of the Festival of Lights?

Time moves inexorably on, whether 
or not we are noticing its passage. The 
real question is what will we do to sanc-
tify it, to use it fully, to make it count. 

We count the nights of Hanukkah 
while we set and light the candles in our 
chanukiyot, our Hanukkah menorahs. 
Marking time is, appropriately enough, 
what Hanukkah encourages. 

While the theme of rededication 
is prevalent, its timing cannot be ig-
nored. The eight days of its observance 
might recall the Hanukkah miracle of 
the lights, as recounted in the Talmud 
— historically, it might have been the 
Hasmoneans’ way of making up for 
the missed observance of Sukkot and 
Shemini Atzeret that year in the newly 
recaptured and rededicated Temple. 
For whichever reason, we now own the 
legacy of an eight-night and day obser-
vance to make of what we will.

We have beautiful inherited tradi-
tions: blessings, food, songs, games, and 
stories, all of which make this holiday 
of admittedly limited religious signifi-
cance  — but one of wide observance, 
national pride, and great joy. 

Hanukkah is fun, no matter how we 
spin it! Yes, there is dreidel, but there is 

also Hanukkah gelt (coin money or the 
chocolate kind; it’s certainly not a gelt-
free holiday), and who could ignore 
latkes? (It’s not too oily to start planning 
on making them…)

However, we still might feel the 
need to imbue Hanukkah with new 
and greater meaning, and I would en-
courage us to do just that. In the spirit 
of hiddur mitzvah, the beautification of 
the performance of a mitzvah, perhaps, 
as we light each candle, we can dedicate 
ourselves to the observance of a new-to-
us mitzvah, or to reading an as-of-yet 
unread book of Jewish wisdom, or to 
helping others in a way that we haven’t 
explored so far. Perhaps we can find a 
bit of insight from ourselves or from 
traditional or non-traditional sources to 
share as a kavannah, a meditation, be-
fore lighting the candles. 

Since it is the Festival of Lights that 
we will celebrate, it is fitting that we 
find ways of spreading that light to 
others. The Hanukkah candles are in-
tended to publicize the miracle — that 
is why we are instructed to put our 
chanukiyot in windows, if possible — 
but I believe that doing so does not re-
quire us to literally ascribe to the mir-
acle of the lights, that one little jar of 
pure olive oil consumable in a single 
day would last eight. 

I think it is a far greater miracle 
that our light still shines, that our in-
domitable people, while almost con-
stantly threatened, nevertheless live 
and thus have the potential to reflect 
godliness, the Divine Light, through-
out the world.

May our Hanukkah celebration this 
year be one of health, happiness, peace, 
and rededication to all that gladdens 
and enriches the lives of our families 
and communities. 

Chag urim sameakh — May we all 
have a joyful Festival of Lights.

  Rabbi Saul Oresky

Hanukkah Without Spin
By Rabbi Saul Oresky

Congregation Ohev Tzedek

 

In the midst of a wave of Palestinian 
Arabs’  daily stabbing, shooting and car 
attacks against innocent Jewish civil-
ians, American television network ABC 
has now added fuel to the fire. On Oct. 
15, in episode 4 of ABC’s new TV series, 
“Quantico,” the show’s Jewish character 
Simon Asher falsely proclaim,: “I spent 
months with the UAWC rehabbing 
greenhouses bombed by the Israelis in 
the Gaza strip.” The show’s  lie that Is-
rael’s IDF bombed and destroyed the 
Gaza greenhouses, when it was the Pal-
estinian Arabs themselves who looted 
and destroyed them, is false, deeply of-
fensive, and dangerous.

“Quantico” reverses reality. In fact, 
Israeli greenhouses are the victims of 
Hamas rockets.

To be accurate, the show should 
have stated: “I spent months rehabbing 
greenhouses destroyed by Palestinian 
Arab looters in the Gaza strip.” Or, in-
stead of defaming Israel, the show could 
have simply stated, “I spent months re-
habbing greenhouses in the Gaza strip.” 
Period. And the Show should have 
mentioned that these extraordinary and 
productive greenhouses were built and 
developed by the Israeli Jews of Gaza, 
before they were forcibly evacuated, and 
given to the Palestinians free of charge.

Then, the following week, in episode 
5 (Oct. 25), “Quantico” defamed the Is-
rael Defense Forces  as doing unspeak-
able atrocities in Gaza. In “Quantico” 
episode 5, character Simon  Asher  tear-
fully  “confesses”  to  a  classmate: “You 
were right about me. I am dangerous. 
. . . I was in the Israeli Defense Forces. 
They sent me into Gaza. I didn’t just see 
things. I did things. Things  that  haunt  
me every  single  day of my life. After 
I got back, living under cover was the 
only way I could cope with what I did, 
with myself. So I made myself a lie. I  
don’t wear glasses. I don’t even like cof-
fee. And I’m not . . . I’m not. . . I’d under-
stand if you hate me.”

This statement, including the line 
“I’d understand if you hate me,” is an 

outrageous, defamatory message that it 
is “understandable” to hate Israelis be-
cause they do terrible things in Gaza.
Here are the facts:

 “Quantico” episode 5’s defamatory 
portrayal of the IDF is an outrageous 
falsehood and totally disregards the 
IDF’s extraordinary humanity. The IDF 
has consistently gone to extraordinary 
lengths to protect Palestinian Arab lives 
in Gaza (at the cost of numerous Israeli 
lives) – even while Hamas and other 
jihadi groups based in Gaza launched 
19,000 deadly rockets and missiles from 
Gaza at Israeli civilians during the past 
decade. Among other things, the IDF 
made hundreds of thousands of cell 
phone calls and air- dropped millions of 
flyers to warn Palestinian Arab civilians 
to leave military targets, and the IDF 
frequently aborted important military 
operations to protect Palestinian Arab 
children that Hamas used as human 
shields.

Colonel Richard Kemp, the former 
commander of all the British forces in 
Afghanistan, praised the IDF’s humani-
ty. “No other army in the world has ever 
done more than Israel is doing now to 
save the lives of innocent civilians in a 
combat zone,” he said.

“Quantico” could easily have had a 
“haunted by what I’ve done” character 
who worked with a group that commits 
REAL atrocities in the Middle East – 
such as ISIS, al Qaeda, Hamas, Hezbol-
lah, the PLO/Fatah, Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, and the Muslim Broth-
erhood – to name a few. Yet, Quantico 
ignores all these heinous groups. In-
stead, “Quantico” falsely portrays the 
world’s most humane nation and army 
– Israel and the army of the Jewish Na-
tion – as the villains.

In fact, Israeli greenhouses are the 
victims of Hamas rockets. On Sept. 21, 
just four weeks before “Quantico” epi-
sode 4 aired, a Hamas rocket fired from 
Gaza hit and damaged a greenhouse 

(Continued on p.  9)



MONTH  2015 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine 3 

Publisher:  Andrew L. Lipkin

Editor:  Patricia R. Kelvin, Ph.D., APR

Advertising Director: 
 Phyllis Friedman

Office:  Kathy Schell 

The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine is a publication of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation and has received major grants 
from the Schermer Trust, The Maurice and Florence Lipscher Chari-
table Trust and ZOA.
The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine is sent monthly to members of 
the Jewish communities in Mahoning and Trumbull counties in Ohio, 
and Mercer County in Pennsylvania, and all Jewish Community Center 
members at no charge.  
To contact the JJMM :
Phone 330-746-3250
Fax 330-746-7926
Email  yojjournal@JewishYoungstown.org
Mail:  505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, OH 44504-1314

About the Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine

JJMM Mission Statement
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A Present current local, national and world news of Jewish interest;

A Offer timely commentary, interpretation, analysis and authentic background 
on events of the day for the purpose of encouraging the concern and re-
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December 15 is the deadline for articles and ads for the  
JANUARY 2016 issue.

Commentary ...................................................................... 2
Culture .............................................................................. 10
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Kent State Jewish Studies ............................................... 7
JCC activities ........................................................12-13, 15

KosherFest ................................................................. 18-19
Memorial .......................................................................... 16
Schermer Trusts ................................................................ 5 
Shlichim .............................................................................. 8 
Synagogues and Sisterhoods .......................... 11, 20, 22
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Editor’s note: You say “Happy Chanukah” and I say “Happy Hanukkah” — they 
may sound the same, but thanks to the vagaries of Hebrew and Yiddish  
transliteration, there are even more than these two spellings. The e-zine Forward 
explains that“Hanukkah” more accurately recreates the Hebrew spelling, so it’s 
the standard throughout the Journal (except in some of the ads). 

However you spell it, the staff of the Jewish Journal wishes all its readers a very 
Happy Holiday — or should that be a Chappy Choliday?

What’s in this month’s Jewish Journal?

Candle-Lighting Times

Hanukkah Candles

Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 9
Dec. 11 Light before Shabbat
Dec. 12
Dec. 13
Dec. 14

Shabbat Candles
Dec. 4  4:36 p.m.
Dec. 11  4:36 p.m.
Dec. 18  4:38 p.m.
Dec . 25 4:41 p.m. 
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Tableware
Cards

Decorations
Thank Yous

Manischewitz & Mogen David 
Kosher Wines

Churchill Commons

Fruit Trays
Rolls, Cakes & Pastries

Meat, Vegetable & Relish Trays .
Wing-Dings 

Fried Chicken
Beverages

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

Happy 
Hanukkah

For all your 
holiday needs

See our expanded Kosher section
4700 BELMONT AVENUE

759-9502

Great Food










Ottavio Musumeci 
Chef 

Casual 
Dining 

Atmospere 

Hours: 
Monday-saturday 
11 :00 am - 2:00 am 

4250 Belmont Ave., Youngstown, Ohio 44505 (330) 75M802 

Wishing you a happy Hanukkah

Israel

Pioneering students from the Engi-
neers without Borders (EwB) Technion 
Chapter joined up with a community 
in rural Ethiopia to design and build a 
safe drinking supply water system for 
a school at Meskele Cristos, a village in 
northern Ethiopia. The water system 
collects rainwater from rooftops dur-
ing the rainy season which is stored in 
a water reservoir made of dressed stone, 
which was built as part of the project. 

The water system in Meskele Cristos 
is one of the largest projects ever com-
pleted by Technion’s Engineering with-
out Borders (EwB) Chapter. The part-
nership with the village was initiated 
out of a request for assistance by World 
Families Australia (WFA), an NGO 
supporting this village school for the 
past several years, and Yossi and Sheila 
Shalhevet, volunteers from the “Save a 
Child’s Heart” organization.

In May 2013, representatives from 
Technion’s EwB Chapter visited the vil-
lage for an initial assessment. Among 
the group members were students Yael 
Meyouhas and Nimrod Polonsky. “We 
saw that the school does not have a reli-

able drinking water source for a school 
of over 600 students,” relates Polonsky. 
“To be able to drink water and wash 
their hands during the school day, stu-
dents needed to walk to a water source 
far away and carry back the water in ger-
ricans, a practice that was rarely done. 
Subsequently, we set ourselves a goal: to 

establish a safe drinking water system at 
the school for the benefit of students.”

The goal finally became a reality –
nearly two years of hard work and de-
termination. Some 15 Technion stu-
dents participated in the project. Wa-
ter is collected during the rainy season 
and stored in the large water reservoir, 

which serves the school community 
throughout the year. Construction of 
the system was completed in coopera-
tion with the village community and a 
local NGO called SYHLA.  The program 
was made possible through donations 
made to EwB-Technion and World 
Families Australia (WFA).

Yael Meyouhas, who today runs 
the Center for Global Engineering on 
campus, through which the Technion’s 
EWB Chapter operates, completed her 
undergraduate degree in Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering at the Technion. 
“I hoped to engage in activities focused 
on bridging between the environment, 
community and education, and thank-
fully that’s exactly the kind of work I 
do at the Center. The projects we are 
involved in are not “engineering for the 
purpose of engineering” but rather, “en-
gineering for the people.” The solution 
applied to the water system in Ethiopia 
was developed in cooperation with the 
local community.  At the end of the day, 
they will be the ones who will need to 
know how to operate it,” explains Mey-
ouhas. 

Ethiopian school has water thanks to Technion engineering students
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Report of the Frances Schermer Charitable Trust and
the Lillian Schermer Charitable Trust 

For the trust years 2014-2015
Introduction 

The Trusts have distributed in excess 
of $4.75 million dollars during its 36-
year existence to hundreds of non-profit 
beneficiaries. The majority of the fund-
ing of grants come from the Frances 
Schermer Charitable Trust, the larger of 
the two trusts. It has been an ongoing 
challenge to maintain the integrity of 
the Trusts due to certain restriction in 
the original Trust instruments. We are 
pleased to note that while the original 
value of the two Trusts approximated 
$1.9 million dollars in 1978, the current 
value of the combined trusts is in excess 
of $2.7 million dollars after distributing 
approximately 5% each year.

Trust History
Charles I. Schermer was a Youngs-

town attorney who served as a member 
on the board of the Youngstown Jew-
ish Federation and was president of the 
Youngstown Zionist District. He was a 
member of Rodef Sholom Temple and 
an active member of B’nai B’rith Ma-
honing Lodge #339 now Aaron Gross-
man Lodge. Mr. Schermer was one of 
the founders of a tri-city summer camp 
for Jewish youth located in Pennsylva-
nia in 1942. After he relocated to Cali-
fornia, Mr. Schermer continued his 
philanthropic interests providing funds 
for the Los Angeles Federation, several 
institutions for the blind, the Salvation 
Army, a number of children’s homes, 
and the Los Angeles Jewish Home for 
the Aged. Although he had been away 
from Youngstown for more than three 
decades, he never relinquished his 
strong ties to the Youngstown commu-
nity. Neither Charles Schermer nor his 
sister Lillian ever married. 

When Charles I. Schermer died in 
1976, his last will and testament estab-
lished a charitable remainder trust hon-
oring his mother, Frances. He stipulated 
that the Youngstown chapters of B’nai 
B’rith and ZOA, each nominate a trustee 
to be appointed by the Probate Court of 

Los Angeles. The will required a third fi-
nancial trustee and named Security Pa-
cific National Bank of Los Angeles. 

Frank Schermer of Youngstown, 
Charles’s brother, was named co-execu-
tor of the estate. Frank Schermer, whose 
son was a staff attorney for an insurance 
company in Youngstown, represented 
his father’s interests. Their sister, Lil-
lian, died in 1976 shortly after Charles’s 
death. Frank Schermer died in 1978. 

Lillian Schermer’s will contained a 
separate, significantly smaller charitable 
trust, which she directed to be admin-
istered under the same terms and con-
ditions as the Frances Schermer Chari-
table Trust. The two trusts have differ-
ent fiscal years (May 31 for the Lillian 
trust and June 30 for the Frances trust). 
Since 1979, the trusts have generated 
distributable income between $100,000 
and $220,000  each year. Both trusts are 
under the continuing jurisdiction of the 
Los Angeles County Probate Court. 

Dr. Saul Friedman, past president of 
the Youngstown District Zionist Orga-
nization and Attorney James L. Pazol, 
past president of the Mahoning Lodge 
339 B’nai B’rith, were appointed by the 
Los Angeles County Probate Court as 
trustees in 1979. Security Pacific Bank 
of Los Angeles was named the financial 
trustee in the trust instrument. In 1990, 
after Security Pacific was purchased by 
Wells Fargo, the Youngstown trustees 
exercised their powers under the will 
to change the custodial financial trustee 
from Security Pacific to City National 
Bank of Los Angeles effective with the 
1991 – 1992 fiscal-year. This process 
had been under discussion for more 
than two years, and the change resulted 
in better operations, greater stability, 
accounting, and investment policies. 
While there were differences and major 
changes in personnel at the bank over 
the years, the trustees were satisfied with 
the performance of City National Bank 
and our relationship with City National 
Bank of Los Angeles is still strong even 

though it is now owned by a Canadian 
Bank. Changes in the financial trustee 
are with the sole direction of the B’nai 
B’rith and Z0A trustees.

Attorney Pazol and Dr. Friedman 
were the trustees for over 20 years. At-
torney Pazol resigned as trustee of the 
Schermer trusts effective December 31, 
1998. Mahoning Lodge 339 nominated 
Bruce Sherman, to succeed Attorney 
Pazol effective Jan. 1, 1999 subject to 
the approval of the Probate Court of Los 
Angeles County. The transition began 
in July, 1998. However, Probate Court 
approval was not finalized until July 14, 
1999, relating back to June 1, 1999, for 
the Lillian Schermer Trust and July 1, 
1999, for the Francis Schermer Trust. 

Attorney Pazol continues to act as in-
vestment advisor to City National Bank 
on behalf of the Youngstown trustees 
and oversees the local administrator 
of the trusts for the Youngstown based 
Trustees. Dr. Friedman, after a long and 
debilitating illness retired as trustee in 
2013. The Youngstown District ZOA 
nominated Richard Marlin as his suc-
cessor. Richard Marlin was appointed 
by the Los Angeles Probate Court to 
succeed Dr. Friedman who served with 
distinction for 33 years.

Philosophy and Operations
The trustees are committed to ad-

vancing and where possible, expanding 
the guidelines established by Charles 
Schermer. No organization, including 
those named in the original trust, have 
a vested or automatic right to distribut-
able income. The trustees have recog-
nized Schermer’s special concern for in-
stitutions in California, Ohio and Israel. 
In the past calendar year, many of the 
11 original beneficiaries named in Mr. 
Schermer’s Testamentary Trust (Salva-
tion Army of California, Braille Insti-
tute of Los Angeles, Midnight Mission, 
Foundation for Junior Blind, B’nai B’rith 
and ZOA) were assisted with grants. The 
trustees have the sole discretion to de-

termine which organizations the trusts 
will fund.

Financial Trustee, City National 
Bank

The trustees have periodically met 
with representatives of the financial 
trustee, City National Bank to discuss 
portfolio changes and options and are 
in contact with the portfolio manager 
to discuss the continued relationship 
and how to expedite the payment of 
grants, by CNB. In June 2015 the CNB 
Vice President and Trust Officer Sahar 
Pouyanrad attended the Guardian of the 
Memorial Tribute to Carol Sherman. A 
May 2016 visitation to Youngstown is 
planned. 

Distributions
In reviewing the grant applica-

tions, priority is given to those of con-
cern to the Jewish people. In the past 
trust year, the trusts approved grants 
to Youngstown State University for the 
Chair of Jewish Studies and the Scherm-
er Scholarship Residence, Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation, BBYO, B’nai 
B’rith, ZOA, Kent State University Hil-
lel House, Kent State University Jew-
ish Studies Program for Israel Scholar-
ships, to non-Jewish agencies including 
the Food Bank of Southern California, 
United Way, Hospice of the Valley, 
Goodwill Industries, Sister Jerome’s 
Poor, NEOMED Foundation, and In-
terfaith Home Maintenance Service, Inc. 
Others include: ACLD Learning Cen-
ter, Planned Parenthood of Ohio, Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Service Agency, Junior 
Achievement, Youngstown Hearing 
& Speech Center, Youngstown Ballet, 
The English Center, Senior Gleaners of 
Southern California, Boys & Girls Club 
of Youngstown, Salvation Army, and the 
Silver Lining Cancer Fund, Other recip-
ients are OH WOW!, Mahoning Coun-
ty Historical Society, Butler Institute of 
American Art, Youngstown, Symphony, 

(Continued on p. 23) 
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WE ARE COMFORT KEEPERS®

IN HOME CARE FOR A LOVED ONE 
COMFORT KEEPERS® PROVIDES THE KIND OF 

TRUSTED, IN-HOME CARE THAT HELPS PEOPLE 
MAINTAIN FULL AND INDEPENDENT LIVES, RIGHT 
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• (OMPANIONSlllP
• INCIDENTAL TRANSPORTATION
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.., INCONTINENCE CARE 

330-747-3541

877-208-6688 OR 330-399-6600
SERVING MAHONING, TRUMBULL, COLUMBIANA, BFAVER & LAWRENCE COUNTIES 

WWW. YOUNGSTOWNCOMFORTKEEPERS.COM 

.,. -·- • DETOXIFY 
WhileyousleepBodyPure,lsanallnatir 
ralfootpad,dtslgnedtohelpdetoxify 
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DETOXIFICATION CAN 
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r7/U Sodom-Hutchings Rd., SE 

Vienna, OH 
www.moonhawkherbals.com 

• Diet Products
�
• Allergy Products
• Natural Supplements for
Overall Wellne$

• Diet Supplements
• Tonics by Jenn
• Products for RestlC$

I 
I 

�rJJJ''""""4 

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer or specials. One 

coupon per customer. 
Expires on 12-31-15. 

713 Sodom-Hutchings Rd. SE Vienna, OH 
www.moonhawkherbals.com 

By Kristina 
Sauerwein

Gary A. Silver-
man, M.D., 
Ph.D., has been 
named the Har-
riet B. Spoehrer 
Professor and 
head of the De-

partment of Pediatrics at Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. 
Louis. 

Dr. Silverman, who grew up in 
Youngstown, is the son of Estelle Silver-
man and the late Charles Silverman.

With the new appointment, effec-
tive in April, Dr. Silverman will become 
pediatrician-in-chief at  St. Louis Chil-
dren’s Hospital and executive director 
of the  Children’s Discovery Institute, a 
partnership of the school and hospital.

A highly regarded neonatologist, 
Silverman comes to St. Louis from the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Med-
icine, where he is vice chair for basic 
research in the school’s Department of 

Pediatrics and at Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh.

He also is the Twenty-Five Club Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics, Cell Biology and 
Physiology at the School of Medicine 
and division chief of newborn medicine 
at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and 
Magee-Womens Hospital. Both hospi-
tals are part of the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center.

Silverman’s appointment was an-
nounced by Larry J. Shapiro, MD, exec-
utive vice chancellor for medical affairs 
and dean of the School of Medicine.

“I am pleased to welcome Gary Sil-
verman, a national leader in newborn 
medicine, especially in the treatment 
of premature and critically ill infants,” 
Shapiro said. “I am confident that under 
his leadership, the Department of Pedi-
atrics will continue to grow and distin-
guish itself as a top pediatric program in 
clinical, research and educational excel-
lence. I am grateful to Alan Schwartz for 
his commitment to the university and 
his steadfast guidance of the depart-
ment over the past 20 years.”

Silverman is no stranger to Wash-
ington University. He completed a fel-
lowship in newborn medicine at St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital in 1989 and 
was a postdoctoral research fellow at 
the School of Medicine from 1988-91, 
training in the laboratory of the late 
Stanley J. Korsmeyer, MD, an interna-
tionally known cancer researcher.

“It is a great honor to be returning to 
Washington University School of Medi-
cine and St. Louis Children’s Hospital,” 
Silverman said. “These are world-class 
institutions with exceptional talent, and 
I can’t wait to roll up my sleeves and join 
this team of outstanding professionals.

“I hope to expand upon the deliv-
ery of exceptional cutting-edge care 
to all children in need and to continue 
this institution’s excellence in medical 
education and community outreach,” 
Silverman said. “Another crucial mis-
sion is to build upon the expertise of 
the Children’s Discovery Institute while 
leveraging the entire Washington Uni-
versity biomedical research enterprise 
to help usher in a transformative era of 

child health care.”
Earlier, while studying molecular ge-

netics in the Korsmeyer lab, Silverman 
also was an instructor of pediatrics and, 
later, an assistant professor of pediat-
rics before moving to Harvard Medical 
School in 1992. There, he served on the 
faculty for 12 years and was also direc-
tor of the division of newborn medicine 
at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Silverman then joined the University 
of Pittsburgh medical faculty, where he 
merged his clinical expertise with his 
love for basic science discovery to aid 
young patients.

Silverman’s research program has 
been at the forefront of elucidating the 
genetic basis of diseases, especially Sil-
verman has received dozens of awards 
and honors throughout his career for 
work involving, among other things, 
biomedicine, birth defects and oncol-
ogy. He is the author of more than 110 
peer-reviewed scientific papers and 
more than 25 book chapters, and has 
served in a variety of roles for several 
scientific organizations.

Silverman named head of pediatrics at Washington U med school
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ISRAEL BONDS 
Congratulates

JOYCE GARVER
KELLER
Recipient of the Israel68 Award

International Prime  
Minister’s Club Dinner
Boca Raton Resort & Club · Sunday, January 31, 2016

Invest in Israel Bonds · israelbonds.com

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read 
the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks 
associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Commerce Park Bldg. Four
23240 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 810
Beachwood, OH 44122
cleveland@israelbonds.com · 216.454.0180 

BY KRAVITZ

330-759-7889
Just ask for Patty

Kent State University Director of Chaya Kessler is teaching be-
ginning Yiddish this semester to a small but very interested group of 
students. According to Ms. Kessler, Yiddish is attracting interest in 
many universities in the country including a recent report on “CBS 
Sunday Morning” about Yiddish being taught in Austin Texas.  In 
addition to the film (see left) an exhibit of Yiddish books is on dis-
play in the main entrance of the library at Kent State.

The Kent minor in Jewish Studies enables students enrolled in 
any major to become acquainted with and gain knowledge of all as-
pects of Jewish history, life, and culture.

Students can share educational and active experiences with both 
similar peers and those from many disparate backgrounds. 

Yiddle with his Fiddle at Kent
Yiddle with his Fiddle, a Yiddish-language film produced in 1936, 

will be shown in the Kent State Business Building on Thursday, Dec. 
3 from 3:30 – 5 p.m.

In the Los Angeles Times review of the film from Sept. 18, 1937, 
Yiddle with His Fiddle is described as a “tuneful and endearing.”

In discussing “The first talkie with Yiddish dialogue,” reviewer 
Barbara Miller,” says. the story follows the best tradition of musical 
comedy, including total disregard for probability.”

She talks about the charming Warsaw settings “from the utter peace of the tree-studded Polish 
countryside to the almost medieval Polish capital, [with its] pointed roofs, domed churches, and 
heroic statues.” She adds, “In common with most European films, the picture has a distinct flavor 
of reality not found in the more highly polished American product.”

Yiddle With His Fiddle, filmed in Poland in 1936, stars American actress Molly Picon. Leonard 
Malkin writes that the film is a “splendid, unique Yiddish-language musical comedy, with a sto-
ryline not unlike that of [contemporary film] Yentl, with Picon (who’s charming) posing as a boy, 
so she can travel the countryside playing her fiddle.” 

Yiddle was directed by Joseph Green and Jan-Nowina Przybylski and starred, in addition to 
Ms. Picon, Max Bozyk, Leon Liebgold, Simcha Fostel, and Dora Fakiel. 

But for those who see the film today,  hovering over the fun is the specter of the Holocaust, 
with the destruction of many of the scenes mentioned above and the murder of  3 million Polish 
Jews. It is sobering to discover that there is no trace of many of the cast members, including one 
of the leads.
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Happy Hanukkah From Terrie & Bob Chudakoff!

FURNITURE REPAIRS, RESTORATION & UPHOLSTERY
Wood Furniture Refinishing  All Furniture work by Master Refinisher  Caning  Millwork  Custom 
Cabinets  Chair Regluing  Fabric Design Studio  All work Guaranteed!

SOFT TOUCH FURNITURE
1560 South State St., Girard, OH 44420
330.545.4204
softtouchfurniture.com

The real winners of Hanukkah — 2100 years later
Schlichim

Hanukkah is the time we easily con-
nect to. A month before we start eating 
the doughnuts, every night we’re having 
a candle-lighting ceremony with family 
and friends. Children play with dreidels, 
and it’s not difficult to get into the holi-
day spirit that makes us all happy.

Our biggest problem is that apart 
from eating latkes and spinning dreidels, 
we have forgotten the true essence of 
these special days of Hanukkah.

Almost every Jewish Holiday goes 
by this theme — “They tried to destroy 
us, we survived, let’s eat.” In this case, 
Greeks broke into Israel to conquer the 
world and impose the culture of Helena 
and Athens. This was a culture of wars 
and conquest, of body and muscle, of 
philosophical mind detached from mo-
rality, and that is what the Maccabees 
fought and won.

It was clear to them (the Greeks) that 
they must fight the people of Israel, for 
the people of Israel had a vision of world 
peace, brotherhood of nations, human 
love, kindness and good deeds, and 
most of all— faith. They conquered the 
land, desecrated the Temple and defiled 
the oils. Until the Hasmoneans came, 
formed a small brave army — and won.

Hanukkah has a prayer that says, 
“You (God) submitted the mighty to the 
weak, the numerous to the few, and the 
wicked to the righteous.”

Who were the mighty villains? – The 

Greeks. Who were the few weak saints? 
– Us (The Jews). But eventually, we won.

Or is that so?
What most people don’t realize is 

that the actual revolt of the Macca-
bees was against the spread of ancient 
Greek culture, called Hellenization.

The fight was not just against the 
Greeks, Foremost, it was against the 
Jews who were “Becoming Greeks,” that 
is, embracing the Greek culture.

While we light the Hanukkah can-
dles and celebrate the “Great Victory,” 
we haven’t realized who we have be-
come today, and with whom we identify 
the most.

Athens gave us democracy, philoso-
phy, literature, poetry, science, etc. The 
Hasmoneans fought that. The world we 
live in today is the emergence of Helena’s 

Culture, We allow the freedom of wor-
ship, but sanctify the science. We enjoy 
the spiritual and material today — each 
individual by his or her own faith. 
In the eyes of the Maccabees, we are the 
biggest sinners. To us, they are consid-
ered religious zealots.

From the past until today, the Jew-
ish people have experienced all sorts 
of Hellenizations, and there was al-
ways tension between those who want 
to keep the Mitzvoth tightly and those 
who wish to change it in accordance 
with the spirit of the times (Forwards, 
Secular, Reform, Conservative, Ortho-
dox). Especially today, the society in Is-
rael is divided by multiple rifts, one of 
the largest between Orthodox and sec-
ular. Although we’re not fighting as in 
times past, there’s still much more to do 
to decrease tension among ourselves.

Let us all spend one candle-lighting 
for the Mitzvah of “Kiruv Levavot,” 
which means “Bringing people togeth-
er, have a chance to meet and get closer 
to other people.”

Happy Hanukkah to all,
Shai and Gon 

Ethiopian Night!
We’ll learn how to prepare tradi-
tional Ethiopian food and coffee 
while listening to a lecture about 
the immigration of Ethiopian 
Jews to Israel. We’ll also enjoy a 
delicious light meal.
Date: Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016
Time: 6:00 - 8:00  p.m.
Location: JCC Multi-Purpose 
Room
Cost: $10/Member  
$15/Non Member
For further information, contact  Gon or 
Shai Erez  at 330-476-3251, Ext. 159 or  
Email: gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

Rick & Susan Sokolov 

from 

and 
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in southern Israel. The Hamas rocket 
landed in the center of the greenhouse, 
damaging Israeli crops and equipment. 
It was a miracle that the Israeli green-
house workers were not killed.

In 2005, when Israel completely 
evicted all Jewish residents from Gaza 
(9,000 Jews from 21 towns), Israel gave 
3,000 greenhouses built by Gaza’s Jewish 
residents to Arab locals for free, to help 
Gaza establish a flourishing economy. 
At the time of this gift, the greenhous-
es were producing approximately $200 
million per year of high quality flowers, 
fruits and vegetables for export. 

The World Bank reported that 90% 
of the greenhouses were intact when the 
Israelis left. American Jewish philan-
thropists (including former World Bank 
head James Wolfensohn, publisher 
Mortimer B. Zuckerman, Lester Crown 
and Leonard Stern) raised $14 million 
to help finance the greenhouses gift to 
the Gazan Arabs.

Immediately after Gaza’s Jewish resi-

dents were evicted, masses of Palestin-
ian Arabs looted, vandalized, burnt 
down and destroyed the greenhouses. 
Palestinian soldiers reported that the 
Arab looters stole the expensive equip-
ment used to tend the crops, water 
pumps, irrigation lines, fuse boxes, met-
al support beams, piping, and the plastic 
and canvas coverings that protected the 
vegetables from the hot sun, and de-
molished huge greenhouses. Although 
some greenhouses survived the first 
round of Palestinian Arab looting, van-
dalism and destruction, many of those 
surviving greenhouses were ruined in a 
second round of Palestinian Arab loot-
ing and destruction in early 2006.

Mortimer Zuckerman stated at the 
time: “We thought it was a chance to 
show the Palestinians that there were 
more benefits from cooperation than 
confrontation. I’m just sad that they are 
cutting off their noses to spite their fac-
es. . . . It’s almost inexplicable.”

Nielsen ratings indicate that “Quan-
tico” episode 4 (which defamed Israel 

regarding the greenhouses) was seen 
by 5.2 million live viewers, and a total 
of 11 million viewers including the first 
several days of recorded and video-on-
demand viewing.

Presumably, ABC will distribute 
“Quantico” to European countries and 
elsewhere where Jews are being sub-
jected to record levels of anti-Semitic at-
tacks, thereby adding to the anti-Semit-
ic incitement that is endangering Jewish 
lives throughout the world.

Especially at this time when Pales-
tinian Arabs are running around Israel 
shooting and stabbing innocent Jews 
in the neck, ABC’s defamation of Israel 
and the Israeli Defense Forces in front 
of over 11 million viewers is anti-Semit-
ic, dangerous and outrageous. Quan-
tico episodes 4 and 5 make ABC seem 
like a propaganda arm of the U.S. State 
Department-designated terrorist group 
Hamas that controls Gaza.

The ZOA contacted ABC and 
“Quantico”’s producers Joshua Safran 
and Nick Pepper of Mark Gordon Co. 
to try to obtain corrective statements 
regarding the show’s defamatory state-
ments about the greenhouses in Gaza 

and the IDF, and regarding other issues 
with “Quantico” – including the anti-
Semitic portrayal of the Jewish charac-
ter as a “weasel” and a usurper of the 
gay struggle. (In addition to maligning 
Jews, “Quantico” also managed to of-
fend Mormons and members of the FBI 
– who are portrayed as framing a wom-
an from India for a terrorist attack sim-
ply because she is “brown.” Why does 
a show purportedly about terrorism 
disparage innocent groups while appar-
ently ignoring the biggest threat facing 
the U.S. and the West – namely, radical 
Islamic terrorism?)

ZOA urged – and continues to urge 
ABC and Quantico’s producers to:

Publicly apologize and correct Quan-
tico’s falsehoods in a manner that will be 
seen by the same 11 million plus viewers 
who viewed “Quantico’s” defamatory 
episodes – including an episode and/or 
statement appended to an episode that 
discusses the same issues accurately;

Delete the offending statements from 
all future replays and distribution of 
Quantico Episodes 4 and 5; and

Assure that future episodes of Quan-
tico avoid similar outrages. The Jewish 
Rapid Response Coalition (JRRC) also 
joined ZOA in urging ABC to correct 
“Quantico”’s defamation.

In response, ABC opened a friendly 
dialogue with the ZOA. However, as of 
now, ABC and “Quantico”’s producers 
have not made the necessary correc-
tions. ZOA urges ABC’s audiences and 
advertisers to join ZOA in demanding 
that ABC promptly correct “Quantico”’s 
anti-Israel defamation.

Editor’s note: This article is excerpted 
from the ZOA website. Read more at http://
zoa.org/2015/10/10301887-zoa-abcs- 
quantico-tv-show-falsely-claims-israel-
bombed-gaza- greenhouses-and-defames-
the-idf/#ixzz3r0UVM7Fi

Happy Hanukkah

ZOA: ‘Quantico’ defames Israel, IDF
Continued from p. 2
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AN AMERICAN HOLIDAY AT  
THE BUTLER. 

The Butler institute of American Art. 524 Wick Ave. Youngstown. Ohio 

Admission $5 Children under 12 Free 

Bring a non-perishable food item and received a $1.00 discount. 

POTTERY·FIBER ART·HOLIDAY DÉCOR 
ART·PHOTOGRAPHS·JEWERLY·TOYS·ART TO WEAR 

CARDS· AND MORE! 

Saturday, December 5 10 Am — 7 Pm  
Sunday, December 7 10 am— 4 Pm 

Event Proceeds Benefit Butler’s Free Admission Policy! 
For more Information call 330.743.1107 05 visit butlerart.com 

 

Culture

The librarian and volunteers would 
like to thank all who donated and/or 
purchased books at the recent book sale 
— the largest book ever —  which raised 
more than $500 to purchase books for 
the J.C.C. Library next year. 

Look for articles on the new books 
and DVDs in the Jewish Journal in the 
months ahead, and stop in to check out 
the new materials.
Hanukkah books at the J.C.C. 
Library enrich the meaning of 
the season

The library has 
many fiction and 
nonfiction books 
as well as craft 
books and cook-
books for Hanuk-
kah. Come to the 
library and check out what we have to 
offer to make this holiday time special 
for you and your family. 

Here are just a few of the books we 
have for you.
For adults

Hanukkah: The Family Guide to 
Spiritual Celebration by Ron Wolfson 
(C244.1)

The Lights of Hanukkah: a Book of 
Menorahs by Barbara Rush (C244.1)

For junior readers
Emmanuel and the Hanukkah Res-

cue by Heidy S. Hyde (J/244.1)
My Lucky Dreidel: Hanukkah sto-

ries, songs, poems, crafts, recipes and 
fun by Cherie K. Schwartz (J244.1)

For younger children:
Sadie’s Almost Marvelous Menorah 

by Jamie Korngold (JE 244.1)
Mrs. Greenberg’s Messy Hanukkah 

by Linda Glaser (JE244.1)

J.C.C. Library hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9 a.m.-noon

“Ecologic” an exhibit of watercolors 
by John Guy Petruzzi opens on Dec. 
14 and will run to Jan. 22. A reception 
for the artist will be held at the JCC on 
Thursday, Dec. 17 from 5:30 until 7 p.m.

Mr. Petruzzi is an American artist 
born in 1984 in Youngstown, Ohio. His 
paintings use watercolor on polypropyl-
ene synthetic paper to create unique re-
flections of contemporary nature.

He received his B.F.A. with an em-
phasis in painting from Youngstown 
State University in 2008, and his M.F.A. 
from the School of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston/Tufts University in 2011. 
Artist’s Statement

As an artist and naturalist, I paint to 
explore issues related to declining bio-
diversity, habitat loss, and environmen-
tal transformation via the adaptation of 
watercolor onto polypropylene synthet-
ic paper. Through direct observations in 

nature, photography, research, and digi-
tal imaging, my process appropriates 
and reorganizes complex taxonomies 
into obscure biological arrangements of 
ecological imbalance. Endangered and 
extinct species resurface among rare 
mutations and exotic invasives. 

Ageless habitats are developed and 
distorted into new, strange realities in 
which evolutionary lines become hope-
lessly tangled. My latest series, “Spill-
stones,” focuses on contemporary cy-
cles of resource extraction through the 
physical materiality of poured pigment. 
On synthetic paper, water evaporates 
slowly, allowing ephemeral pools, laden 
with organic tension, to be suspended 
on the surface. A sense of disharmony 
ripples across all of my work, not un-
like our natural world, and centers on a 
collective experience of transformation, 
loss, mystery, and awe.

New exhibit in JCC Gallery

Title: Poisoner  Medium:  Watercolor, 2012  Size:   26” x 40”

Successful book sale means new 
acquisitions for library in 2016

Mention this ad and receive free 
delivery of your holiday flowers. 
Expires 12/31/2015

Edward’s Florist
911 Elm Street

Youngstown, Ohio, 44505
330-744-4387

A Joyous Holiday Season
from Ilona, Mitchell, Zachary & Joshua Cohn
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Happy
Holidays!

Hanukkah
The joint El Emeth/Ohev Tzedek 

Hanukkah party will be hosted by Ohev 
Tzedek on the eighth night of Hanuk-
kah — Sunday, Dec. 13 from 5-8 p.m. 
The entire community is invited to at-
tend the celebration in the Ohev Tze-
dek Social Hall. R.S.V.P. to the Ohev 
Tzedek office by Friday, Dec. 4, to 
 office@ohevtzedek.org or 330.758.2321.

5 p.m.  Candle lighting and sing-
along  
Please bring your own menorah and 

candles.
5:45 p.m. Dinner with home-
made latkes, salad bar, and ice 
cream bar
6:30 p.m.  Magician and balloon 
animals

Finally, let the games begin! This 
year is the sixth annual World Series of 
Dreidel — games, prizes, and family fun 
for all!

A Typical Jewish Christmas
Join us for a typical Jewish Christ-

mas: movies and Chinese food!
Details to follow.

Adult Education Classes
Rabbi Oresky is interested in teach-

ing the following adult education class-
es. Each is designed to be approximate-
ly 10 sessions. Some classes will require 
that a text be purchased in addition to 
the registration fee. All of the classes 
are open to the entire Jewish commu-

nity.
Reading the Psalms as a Spiritual 

Practice: The 150 psalms in Sefer Te-
hillim constitute an encyclopedia of 
Jewish spirituality. How can we ap-
proach them to elevate our spiritual 
lives?

Selected Books of the Prophets: Read 
beyond the haftarot. By delving deeper 
into some of the prophetic writings, 
we’ll begin to access the wisdom of this 
crucial middle third of the Tanakh. 

The Sh’ma and its Blessings: Using 
Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s excellent 
volume in the My People’s Prayer Book 
series as a guide, we will explore this 
central prayer as an entry into explora-
tion of tefilla, Jewish prayer.

Board Meeting – Wednesday, 
Dec. 9 , 7 p.m.
The office will be closed on Christmas 
(Friday, December 25).

Hanukkah, education on the menu at Ohev Tzedek
Ohev Tzedek
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For more information, contact: Darlene Muller 330-
746-3250 Ext. 106 Or Dmuller@Jccyoungstown.org. 

Darlene’s Destinations
Violins of Hope
18 violins that survived the 
Holocaust speak for those 
who perished.  The violins 
and their stories, shared 
through video, imagery and 
live performances, illustrate 
both the strength of the hu-
man spirit and the power of 
music.  Join us on a bus trip 
to the Maltz Museum for a 
docent-led tour of the Violins 
of Hope.
Date:  Sunday, Dec. 13
Leave the JCC:  12:30 p.m.
Return:  8:00 p.m.
Cost:  $25/Member $35/Non Member
Dinner on your own

IF/THEN
IF/THEN is a contemporary 
Broadway musical about liv-
ing in New York today and 
all the possibilities of tomor-
row.  With unforgettable 
songs and a deeply moving 
story, this original new mu-

sical simultaneously follows one woman’s two pos-
sible life paths, painting a deeply moving portrait of 
the lives we lead, as well as the lives we might have 
led.  Price includes orchestra seat, transportation, 
and tip for the bus driver.   
Dinner on your own.
Date:  Sunday, Feb. 14, 2016
Location:  Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC:  11:00 a.m.
Return:  7:30 p.m.
$75/Member $85/Non Member

Thomases Family Endowment of the 
Youngstown 
Jewish Area 
Federation Art 
Gallery 
John Guy Petruzzi
Dec. 14 - Jan. 22 
Artist Reception: 
Thursday, Dec. 17 
5:30-7:00 p.m.
JCC — 505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown OH 44504

For more on Youth Programming contact: Emily 
Collins 330-746-3250 Ext. 152 or  
Ecollins@Jccyoungstown.org

PJ Library
PJ Library is a Jew-
ish family engage-
ment program 
implemented on a 
local level through-
out North America. 
Through the pro-
gram, we mail free, high-quality Jewish children’s 
literature and music to families across the greater 
Youngstown area on a monthly basis. All families 
raising Jewish children from age six months through 
eight years are welcome to enroll. The books are 
also available at the JCC Library for checkout. All PJ 
Library programming and events are open to mem-
bers of the greater Youngstown community, and are 
not limited to the Jewish community.

Tu B’Shevat Celebration
Date: Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2016
Time: 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Ohev Tzedek 
5245 Glenwood Ave, 
Youngstown, OH 
Camp JCC Open House and Pool Party!
Want to learn more about what we’re offering for 
summer 2016? Come with your campers (all ages 
welcome) to our Open House Pool Party on Sunday, 
January 24, 2016 to find out what awesome things 
we have in store! The pool will be open for free 
swim and our staff will be there to walk you through 
our offerings and options for Camp JCC. 
Camp registration will also be available for an initial 
deposit of $100 that will go towards the cost of your 
camp fee. Sign up before March 31st and receive an 
Early Bird Discount of $50 off your camp fee!
Date: Sunday, Jan. 24
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Location: JCC 
Give the gift of camp this year! Camp JCC gift cer-
tificates are now available for purchase. Contact 
Emily Collins if you are interested.

G2G: Generation to Generation
G2G is an international program in which two dif-
ferent generations are linked together for mutually 
beneficial learning. We’ve taken this initiative to 
Youngstown where Jewish children and seniors will 
teach each other how to play the games of their 
generations, from iPads to Rummikub. Together they 
will create intergenerational dialogue while learning 
from one another.
Dates: Sundays, Jan. 24, Feb. 7, March 13, 2016

Time: 10:45 – 11:45 a.m.
Location: Levy Gardens
584 Granada Ave.,Youngstown, OH 44505
Jr. JTeens Sip and Paint 
Sip on some warm hot cocoa while we learn to 
paint from an instructor who will help us create a 
personal piece of art. All materials will be provided.
Date: Monday, January 18, 2016 (MLK Day)
Time: 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Location: JCC
$20/Member, $25/Non-Member 
Maximum Participants: 20

For more informa-
tion on the Studio 
offerings contact: 
Liz Rubino 330-
746-3250 ext. 187 
or  
lrubino@jccyo-
ungstown.org

Voice
Discover healthy vocal technique, vocal coaching 
(interpretation), audition prep, and performance 
study. Can be combined as a musical theater ses-
sion with acting tailored  to the student.  

Drama
Discover improvisation, acting methods, mono-
logue study, audition prep, performance study. Can 
be combined as a musical theater session with 
voice tailored to the student. 

Drama Therapy (Ages 5 – Adult)
Drama therapy is an active, experiential approach 
to facilitating change. Through storytelling, projec-
tive play, purposeful improvisation, and perfor-
mance, participants are invited to rehearse desired 
behaviors, practice being in relationship, expand 
and find flexibility between life roles, and perform 
the change they wish to be and see in the world. 
55-minute sessions
$55/Member $65/Non Member
Jr. Voice Lessons (Ages 5-8)
Introduction to voice for youth ages 5-8 taught by 
qualified LRS teaching apprentices. Liz Rubino 
available for an additional fee upon request.  
30-minute sessions 
$20/Member $30/Non Member
Liz Rubino’s Broadway 360 MINIS! (Ages 5-9) 
The Lion King
These one-day musical theater workshops are 
designed to introduce youth to singing, acting 

LIZ RUBINO  
STUDIOS AT THE JCC

Jewish Community Center

YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING

ADULT  
PROGRAMMING
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and dancing a portion of a Broadway production 
number in just 2 hours. Previous workshops have 
included the musicals Matilda and Mary Poppins.  
A superb training opportunity for young artists to 
dabble in “triple-threat” land. 
Date: Sunday, Jan. 30, 2016
Time: 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
$35/Member $45/Non-Member
Minimum: 8
Liz Rubino’s Broadway 360 SPOTLIGHT! (Ages 
10-21) 
Wicked
These one-day musical theater workshops are de-
signed to teach a “triple-threat” segment of a day in 
the life of a Broadway rehearsal. Students will sing, 
dance and act an entire Broadway musical number 
in just 3 hours.
Date: Sunday, Jan. 30, 2016
Time: 12:30-3:30 p.m.
$50/Member $60/Non-Member
Minimum: 8
Liz Rubino Studios Presents: Movie Magic!
Become the star of your own movie. Join Liz Rubino 
and instructors as they present this exciting film 
scene, writing and film acting course. Participants 
will write and develop a short movie scene and be-
come the cast of the movie they write. For children 
ages 10+. 
Date: Feb. 1, 2, 3, 4, 2016
Time: 4:15 – 6:15 p.m. 
Location: JCC
$30/Member, $40/Non-Member 
Maximum Participants: 15
Hip-Hop! (Ages 7-12)
Enjoy the fundamentals and specialty moves of hip-
hop and breakdance in a high energy, fun, athletic 
environment with awesome beats and a fabulous 
instructor. Also, for those 13 and over, check out our 
adult hip-hop class one hour before with LRS and 
Group X.
Dates: Saturdays, Beginning Feb. 6 (8-week course)
Time: 11:00 – 11:55 a.m.
$55/Member $65/Non-Member or Drop-In Rate 
$8
Minimum 5
One-Day Workshops
Make em’ Laugh! Clowning & Juggling! (Ages 10-21)
Participants will work with specialty instructor, Jeff 
Hafner (AEA), on the art of clowning. This one-day 
master class will lay the foun-
dation for young performers 
to learn the inner workings 
of comedy, as they explore 
the rule of 3, pecking order, 
and slapstick, in the context 
of created scenes and comic 
“bits” We’ll also learn 3 ball 
juggling. Come dressed to move and bring objects 
from home to juggle.
Date: Sunday, Feb. 7

Children’s Yoga
The profound power of 
yoga is truly a gift that 
keeps on giving.  Just to 
name a few of the many 
benefits: 
 • Increases self-esteem
 • Sparks creativity in 

ripe imaginations and 
 • Teaches discipline and 

responsibility.  
Let your child experience 
the amazing benefits of yoga. The ages for this 
unique class are 6-13.
Date:  Tuesday & Thursday
Time:  3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Date:  Saturday
Time:  11:00 – 11:55 a.m.

Learn-to-Swim
Classes are taught by trained Learn-to-Swim Instruc-
tors. The JCC Aquatics department offers swim les-
sons throughout the year in private and small group 
settings.  

Small Group Lessons
All Small Group Learn-to-Swim classes start on the 
first Saturday of each month.  Classes run monthly. 
The deadline to register is the 25th of the previous 
month. (Dec 25 for Jan classes)

You & Me Baby 
This is a monthly class where parents assist their 
children in the water.  Children will learn how 
to float on their backs and stomachs and will im-
prove their motor skills. Recommended ages: 6-36 
months.  Swim pants or swim diapers are required. 
Date:  Saturdays, 9:30-10:00 a.m. 
$15/Member $30/Non-Member
Learn-to-Swim ages 3&up NEW!
Introducing New Learn to Swim Curriculum for 
2016! 
Featuring:
 • Streamlined, simplified Learn-To-Swim 

Classes
 • Smaller class sizes.  3-6 children per class  

means more interactions with your child
 • Multiple levels will be taught at the same 

time
 • Children are divided by developmental level, 

not age.

Level 1:
Children will be taught basic swimming skills such 
as floating, blowing bubbles and the correct body 
positions for freestyle and backstroke

AQUATICS

Time: 1– 3 p.m.
$35/Member $45/Non-Member
Minimum: 5

For more information on Fitness and Personal Train-
ing contact: Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 182 or 
kharry@jccyoungstown.org.

Get fit fast with Personal Training at the JCC!
Personal Training Benefits
 •  Personalized safe and effective fitness pro-

grams  
 • Achieve goals in a short time period
 • Improve muscle coordination, strength, en-

durance, and flexibility 
Personal Training sessions now include weighted 
rope training, suspension training and battle rope 
training.

Youth Personal Training (ages 8-13)
 •  A package of three, 30-minute personal train-

ing sessions, $66.00 (member)
 •  Upper body, Lower body, Cardio, and Ab-

dominal training specific
 •  Proper gym etiquette and fitness center be-

havior emphasized
 •  At the conclusion of the three sessions, the 

attendee will receive a special  name tag 
which will allow them to utilize the center 
and its offerings with adult supervision if be-
tween the ages of 8-13

Join the fun!

Pickleball at the JCC
It’s a sport that combines elements 
of tennis, badminton and ping-
pong. The game is played on bad-
minton –sized courts with a slightly 
modified tennis net and is played 
with a paddle and plastic ball.  
Monday & Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 
12 p .m.
Tuesday & Thursday: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Friday: 9:00– 11 a.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Group Exercise Classes We Love!
Tabata
This class is high intensity interval training. It has 
more impact on both the aerobic and anaerobic sys-
tems. Tabata training promotes strength; speed and 
power to build muscle mass.
Date:  Wednesday 
Time:  5:30 – 6:25 p.m.

GROUP EXERCISE

FITNESS

Jewish Community Center     

(Continued on p. 15)



14 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine December 2015 

A new study by Dr. Naama Mayseless 
and Prof. Simone Shamay-Tsoory from 
the Department of Psychology at the 
University of Haifa shines a new, perhaps 
unexpected light, on our ability to think 
outside the box.

Developing an original and creative 
idea requires the simultaneous activation 
of two completely different networks in 
the brain: the associative — “spontane-
ous” — network alongside the more nor-
mative — “conservative” - network.

The researchers maintain that “cre-
ative thinking apparently requires checks 
and balances.” The new research was 
conducted as part of the doctoral dis-
sertation of Dr. Naama Mayseless, and 
was supervised by Prof. Simone Shamay-
Tsoory from the Haifa’s Department of 
Psychology in collaboration with Dr. 
Ayelet Eran from the Rambam Medical 
Center.

According to the researchers, creativi-
ty is our ability to think in new and origi-
nal ways to solve problems. But not every 
original solution is considered a creative 
one. If the idea is not fully applicable it is 

not considered creative, but simply one 
which is unreasonable.

The researchers hypothesized that for 
a creative idea to be produced, the brain 
must activate a number of different — 
and perhaps even contradictory — net-
works. In the first part of the research, 
respondents were given half a minute to 
come up with a new, original and unex-
pected idea for the use of different ob-
jects. 

Answers that were provided infre-
quently received a high score for origi-
nality, while those given frequently re-
ceived a low score. In the second part, 
respondents were asked to give, within 
half a minute, their best characteristic 
(and accepted) description of the ob-
jects. During the tests, all subjects were 
scanned using an FMRI device to exam-
ine their brain activity while providing 
the answer.

The researchers found increased brain 
activity in an “associative” region among 
participants whose originality was high. 
This region, which includes the anterior 
medial brain areas, mainly works in the 

background when a person is not con-
centrating, similar to daydreaming.

But the researchers found that this 
region did not operate alone when an 
original answer was given. For the an-
swer to be original, an additional region 
worked in collaboration with the as-
sociative region — the administrative 
control region. A more “conservative” 
region related to social norms and rules. 
The researchers also found that the 
stronger the connection, i.e., the better 

these regions work together in parallel 
— the greater the level of originality of 
the answer.

“On the one hand, there is surely a 
need for a region that tosses out innova-
tive ideas, but on the other hand there is 
also the need for one that will know to 
evaluate how applicable and reasonable 
these ideas are. The ability of the brain 
to operate these two regions in parallel is 
what results in creativity,”  the research-
ers concluded.

New Haifa University study investigates how brain facilitates creativity

Invest in Israel bonds
israelbonds.com

GIVE GIFTS OF 
ISRAEL BONDS

THIS HANUKKAH

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the 
risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA  Photo Credits: Shutterstock BrAt82

Development Corporation for Israel
Commerce Park Bldg. Four
23240 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 810 · Beachwood, OH 44122
cleveland@israelbonds.com · 216.454.0180 · 800.752.5667 · (fax) 216.454.0186
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When you support Magen David Adom, it’s like you’re sitting in the ambulance 
next to the driver, sharing in the mitzvah of saving lives. As Israelis face terror 
attacks and other emergencies, MDA medics are counting on you to ensure 
they have the equipment and training they need.

As we celebrate Chanukah, please give the gift of life, and make your  
year-end tax-deductible donation today.

Just because you’re too far to  
hear the ambulance sirens, doesn’t  

mean you’re too far to help.

www.afmda.org

AFMDA Midwest Region
Cari Margulis Immerman, Director
23215 Commerce Park Road, Suite 306 
Beachwood, OH 44122   
Toll-Free 877.405.3913 l midwest@afmda.org

Recreational Groups
Discovery 1
Choose ONE of the following practice 
times:
Tuesday 5:30 – 6:30p.m.
Thursday 5:30 – 6:30p.m.
Friday 5:00-6:00p.m. 
$80/session*
Discovery 2
Choose TWO of the following prac-
tice times:
Tuesday 5:30 – 6:30p.m.
Thursday 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Friday 5:00 – 6:00p.m. 
$160/session*
Aqua Zumba is Back!
Join us for a launch party to kick it off.
Saturday, Dec. 12
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Free/Members $5/Non Members
Registration for the party is required 
online at jccyoungstown.org by Dec. 
6
Regular Aqua Zumba classes begin 
Monday, Dec. 14
Monday & Wednesday: 6:40 – 7:30 
p.m.

F.Y.I.
Rave in the Waves
Monday, Dec. 28, 
6 – 8 p.m.
Free/Members $5/Non Members
Join the fun in the pool with a glow-
stick party. Refreshments, glow sticks 
and music will be provided. An 
R.S.V.P is required for this event on-
line at jccyoungstown.org.

JCC Annual Gift Wrap  
Fundraiser
it’s a fun time, for a great cause

Volunteers are 
needed for the JCC 
annual Gift Wrap 
Fundraiser.
Bring your holiday 

gifts, and we’ll do the wrapping for 
you! The proceeds will benefit pro-
grams at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Youngstown. 
Southern Park Mall 
Dec. 17 – Dec. 24 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.  
Three shifts are available for volun-
teers. 
To volunteer please contact: 
Denise Baker 330.746.3251 or 
dbaker@jccyoungstown.org

Level 2:
Children will be taught the arm mo-
tions for freestyle and backstroke as 
well as the correct breathing patterns 
for both strokes.

Level 3:
Children will be taught the basics of 
breaststroke, butterfly, and diving as 
well as refining freestyle and back-
stroke techniques

Level 4/5:
Children will continue to refine the 
four swim strokes and diving.  
Date:  Saturdays 10 – 10:35 a.m.
$25/Member $40/Non-Member
Min: 3, Max 4-6 (depending on level)
Private Swim Lessons
Private swim lessons provide the 
greatest flexibility among lesson op-
tions. The one-on-one attention pro-
vided through these lessons creates a 
personalized setting for learning.  Pri-
vate lessons are great for swimmers of 
any age from the rookie swimmer try-
ing to learn the basics to the seasoned 
swimmer looking to improve their 
skills. Private lessons are also great 
for adults who want to learn-to-swim 
or even triathletes looking to improve 
their skills. 
1:1 student/teacher ratio
4 lessons @ 30 minutes  
$99/Member $110/Non Member
P.A.L.S – People with Autism who 
Love to Swim
The JCC is proud to offer free swim 
lessons that are especially geared 
towards persons on the autism spec-
trum.  Our instructors have gone 
through special training to ensure 
they are capable of teaching children 
with autism. Instructors will be using 
advanced techniques to connect with 
and aid autistic children during les-
sons.  Those wishing to enroll in the 
JCC P.A.L.S. program must apply to be 
on the waiting list by visiting our web-
site at www.JCCYoungstown.org and 
finding the PALS program under the 
aquatics tab.

Swim Team 
The recreational swim team will have 
two 7-week sessions for the first part 
of the year!
Winter 2: Jan. 11 – Feb. 26 
Spring: March 28 – May 20
Register online. The deadline to regis-
ter is the Sunday before practice starts 
for the session.

Jewish Community Center
(Continued from p. 13)
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Ronna Felice Greenberg, who was 
born on Sept. 16, 1948, to Meyer and 
Theda Rose Solomon Greenberg in 
Ellwood City, Pa, died on Nov. 4, at 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Boardman, af-
ter a brief illness.

Ronna graduated from Kent State 
University in 1970 and was a student 
there during the anti-war protest that 
led to the deaths of four students. 
Ronna’s degree was in English and 
she taught English in Youngstown 
City Schools and substituted in other 
schools in the area. 

Additionally Ronna had been a 
yoga instructor. She could always be 
found in the midst of reading a few 
books at a time. She also was a poet 
and some of her poems were pub-
lished.

Ronna was the mother of Honore 

Galli and Joshua Kinock, both from 
Pittsburgh. Due to disabilities, Ron-
na’s mother helped raise Honore. 

Her family in the Youngstown 
area included her maternal grand-
mother, Ida Solomon from Sha-
ron and her maternal aunt, Sylvia 
Fleischer. In addition to her chil-
dren, Ronna leaves her sister, Steph-
anie Randall of Ellwood City to 
mourn her loss.

Graveside services were held on 
Sunday, Nov. 8, at Congregation New 
Light Cemetery, in Pittsburgh.

Funeral arrangements were pro-
vided by Shriver-Allison-Courtley-
Weller-King of Youngstown.

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Jewish Family Ser-
vices, 517 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, 
Ohio, 44504

Ronna Felice Greenberg

Temple El Emeth 
Fiesta Cocktail Party & Raffle 

$3500 GRAND PRIZE 
December 5, 2015 

7-10 pm 

$150 admits Two to the Party 

And One entry for the raffle 
3970 Logan Way, Youngstown, Ohio  44505

 In Memoriam

May her memory be only for a blessing.

Happy  Hanukkah

Best Wishes 
for a Happy
Hanukkah 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND ADVISORS 
292 Madison Avenue 

Youngstown, OH 44504 
330. 744.4336

JERUSALEM — While on a recent 
trip to Israel, Honduran President Juan 
Orlando Hernández declared that re-
lations between his Central American 
country and the Jewish state had never 
been closer.

“As long as I am president, Hondu-
ras will stand behind Israel,” Hernán-
dez said in a speech before the Israel 
Council on Foreign Relations (ICFR) 
and the World Jewish Congress, under 
whose auspices the council operates, at 
the King David Hotel.

Hernández had met with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu earlier 
in the day to discuss ways in which the 
two countries could assist each other. 
The Honduran president told guests of 
the ICFR following that meeting that 
“after this visit, relations, which have 
been solid for 65 years, will be even 
stronger.” 

The Honduran leader, who studied 
in Israel in 1992 in a Mashav program 

(an Israeli development and coopera-
tion program) was accompanied on his 
visit this week by a high-level delega-
tion that included Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation 
Arturo Corrales Álvarez, Secretary 
of Infrastructure and Public Services 
Robert Antonio Ordoñez, Secretary of 
Agricultural Affairs Jacobo Paz Bod-
den and Secretary of National Defense 
Samuel Reyes. 

Hernández explained that the del-
egation was especially interested in 
learning from Israel’s experience in the 
realms of security and irrigation. 

ICFR board member Mordechai 
Arbell, a former Israeli ambassador 
and an authority on the history of Jews 
in the Caribbean and Central America, 
chaired the dinner. He welcomed the 
president and expressed gratitude to 
the Honduran consuls in Europe who 
issued visa to Jews from Europe fleeing 
Nazi oppression.

Honduran president re-affirms 
close relationship with Israel
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TEL AVIV, Nov. 16 – The first French 
Jews to move to Israel since the ISIS ter-
rorist attacks arrived today with the help 
of the International Fellowship of Chris-
tians and Jews, part of the organization’s 
drive to help more Jews from France 
make aliyah.

Two families landed at Tel Aviv’s 
Ben-Gurion Airport on Nov. 16, met by 
IFCJ representatives. “After the attacks, 
people tried not to leave their homes — 
it was scary,” said Daniel Ventura, who 
immigrated to Israel with his wife and 
two young girls. “For two years we’ve 
lived with insecurity and wanted to 

make aliyah. I would not want my chil-
dren to live, learn and get married in 
France.”

Over the weekend, The Fellowship’s 
Founder and President Rabbi Yechiel 
Eckstein said the organization would 
help any French Jew who wants to make 
aliyah. At the same time, The Fellowship 
announced it was expanding emergency 
security aid to French-Jewish commu-
nal institutions.

“Alongside millions of Christian 
supporters of Israel, we stand with the 
beleaguered Jews of France, whether by 
helping bring those who want to start 

new lives in Israel, or better protecting 
the French-Jewish community and its 
institutions,” said Eckstein. “The Fel-
lowship is committed to protecting Jew-
ish communities in need around the 
world and to helping those seeking to 
immigrate.”

The Fellowship this weekend provid-
ed emergency aid of more than $86,000 
to 25 synagogues and schools run by 
the Chabad Lubavitch movement across 
France, including in Paris and Toulouse, 
to beef up security by adding security 
guards and more sophisticated security 
systems. The aid is part of more than 
$2 million The Fellowship is sending 
to Chabad and other Jewish communal 
groups in dozens of countries to beef up 
security in the wake of the Mumbai ter-
ror attacks and other threats.

Since its civil war, The Fellowship 
has brought more than 1,600 Jews from 
Ukraine country to Israel as well, with 
plans to bring 400 more by year’s end.

In addition to the families who ar-
rived in Israel today, The Fellowship 
also planned to bring a special flight 
of French Jews to Israel at the end of 

November. For those French Jews who 
wish to move to Israel, The Fellowship 
provides information fairs and prepara-
tory seminars in France, guidance for 
six months once the immigrants ar-
rive in Israel, employment counseling, 
one-time financial aid or six months 
of rental support, tuition assistance for 
job training, financial support to help 
immigrants learn Hebrew, material aid 
such as furniture, appliances and medi-
cal treatment, and private tutors and in-
formal education for children.

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein founded The 
International Fellowship of Christians 
and Jews in 1983 to promote better un-
derstanding and cooperation between 
Christians and Jews, and build broad 
support for Israel. Today, The Fellow-
ship is the world’s largest organization 
of Christians actively working with Jews 
to support Israel and the Jewish people.  
Since its founding, The Fellowship has 
raised close to $1.25 billion for this 
work. The organization has offices in the 
U.S., Israel, Canada, Australia, Brazil, 
and South Korea. For more information 
please visit www.ifcj.org.

Christian Jewish Fellowship helps French Jews make aliyah
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Kosherfest 2015

Kawar Arak is produced from natu-
ral ingredients following the Kawar 
family tradition.

The Kawar family, one of the most 
well established and influential 
families in Jordan and Israel, began 
producing arak (in Jordan about 70 
years ago in a small factory estab-
lished by the family grandfather Is-
kandar Kawar.

In 2002, the Kawar family began an 
Israeli-Jordanian initiative to come 
up with the world’s best formula for 
producing high-quality arak.

Today, the Kawar Arak production 
plant is considered not only the 
most modern arak factory in Israel, 
but also the most technologically 
advanced of its kind worldwide. 
Located in the new Zipporit In-
dustrial Park in Nazareth in the 
Galilee,Wine experts will indicate 
that KAWAR arak exceeds even the 

famous Lebanese arak. The arak is 
made out of natural alcohol manu-
factured from the rich “Hebron” 
grapes, pure clear water produced 
through osmosis, all combined with 
the best Syrian star aniseed.

Dr. Moshe Rosenfeld, the senior rabbinic coordinator and chief chemist 
of the Kashrut Division of the London Beth Din (UK) was part of the team 
that brought everything from Rakusan’s matzos and crackers (my English 
family’s favorite, now in gluten-free varieties) to Auchentoshan single malt 
Scotch whisky. Dr. Rosenfeld explained that Auchentoshen rhymes with 
hamantaschen.

KLBD Kosher Certification is a leading global kosher certification agency 
operating across six continents. For more information visit the website 
www.klbdkosher.org

You know you’re not in a typical food 
show, when —

• Publicity warns attendees that 
meat, dairy, and pareve products 
are not separated in the rows and 
rows of exhibit booths, so they 
should “plan their tasting accord-
ingly.”

• You read that “Shachris Minyan 
is held at 7 a.m. sharp in a con-
ference room on the second floor 
of the convention center” and 
that a Mincha area is located at 
the rear of the Kosherfest exhibit 
floor.

• You over-hear a well-dressed, 
bewigged woman telling her 
friends, “You get a lot of weird 
hechshers at Trader Joe’s”

• You see signs on food displays 
that read “Displays Only. Moses 
is watching. Don’t take any (or 
you’ll have to add another al-
chet.)”

Oh yes — and every promoted 
product is designed to make ko-
sher life easier and tastier. 

Kosherfest is a business-to-business 
trade show — not for the general 

public — but the Jewish Journal 
was granted a press credential that 
entitled your editor to enjoy the 
event for two days (without the 
$90 charge), sit in on tickets-only 
cooking demonstrations; interview 
company owners and market-
ing representatives, carry away as 
many brochure-filled bags as her 
arms could hold, and taste her way 
through Kosher offerings from Brit-
ain, Italy, Argentina, Israel, Mexico, 
and across the United States.

With more than 325 exhibitors fill-
ing the Meadowlands Convention 
enter in New Jersey, the show would 
require much more than these two 
pages, so what’s here gives you a fla-
vor of the show. (See more in Janu-
ary — including recipes.)

Worldwide, the sales of Kosher 
products are approaching $13 bil-
lion. And considerable growth is be-
ing spurred by non-Jews who want 
gluten-free products, or the lactose 
intolerant who look for pareve la-
bels, or others who see Kosher prod-
ucts as having higher standards.

Whatever the reasons, the expan-
sion of the Jewish food industry is a 
blessing .

One of the highlights of Kosherfest 
is the presentation of those prod-
ucts that were recognized as “New 
Product Award Winners.”

The Best In Show award was re-
ceived by Jack’s Gourmet for Jack’s 
BBQ pulled beef brisket, shown 
here by company co-founder and 
Chef Jack Silberstein. Jack’s Gour-
met also sells kosher ethnic prod-
ucts, including sweet Italian sau-
sage, hot Italian sausage, Mexican 
style chorizo, German bratwurst 
and South African boerewors.

Buyers can purchase Jack’s meats 
from the company’s website —
jacksgourmetkosher.com.

The site also includes recipes for 
the home — or restaurant — cook.

Jack’s Gourmet named Kosherfest’s ‘Best In Show’ winner 

Kosher arak in a family tradition
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You only thought you had all the household 
tchatchkes you were ever going to need, but 
you hadn’t visited The Kosher Cook which 
markets among other things, “Kosher confu-
sion-enders,” to keep the milchig and fleishig 
separate; hand-made porcelain earrings in the 
shape of challot; the poster above; or even 
silicone potato latke rings — what, the round 
latkes just aren’t cool enough? For more infor-
mation, see thekoshercook.com

Mahroum Sweets have 
been hand made in Naza-
reth since 1890 from the 
traditional recipes of bak-
er Khalil Mahroum, who 
began producing sweet 
semolina cakes and Turk-
ish Delight in 1890.
Next time you’re in Israel, 
check out the shop and 
tear room at Paulos 6 St. 
Nazareth 16224. Story and photographs by Jewish Journal Editor Patricia R. Kelvin

Pareve, really??!! Ana Belen dishes up Elegant Desserts 
unbelievably rich non-dairy delights. So long as you have 
some modicum of willpower, check the company’s web-
site www.elegantdessertsny.com/ to see its full range of 
chocolates, pastries, and frozen confections. Elegant Des-
serts does ship.

Something new for Passover
In case you thought you didn’t have 
enough choices when it came to 
Pesach macaroons, along comes 
Manischewitz with its new-product 
award winner hazelnut chocolate 
macaroons.

Another new-product award winner: Foodman’s chocolate almond 
matzolah — like granola without one of those forbidden grains — rated 
highest for cereals and convenient breakfasts. Order from —  
http://foodmannosh.com/store/

(As seen on page 1)

When absolutely, positively 
everything has to match 
for your next joyous sim-
cha, make sure the pretzels 
carry out the color scheme, 
too. (And they taste deli-
cious, as well.)
To order, log on to www.
aprettypretzel.com

And why is “6-hour cheese” written on the 
sign? So the observant know how long to 
wait before tasting something meaty.
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Rodef Sholom Hanukkah  
Celebration
Friday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.

Brief Hanukkah service followed by 
our famous pot-luck dinner with latkes 
prepared by the Rodef Sholom Brother-
hood.

For the entertainment portion of the 
evening, “The Torch of Hanukkah and 
the Crazy Shlichim,” led by our Israeli 
Schlichim, Gon and Shai Erez
Our program will include the following:
A Constructing the Most Original 

Menorah
A Hanukkah Song Contest
A Hanukkah Quiz
A  Candle Relay Race
A  Competition Sivivonim (or Dreidel 

Mania)
R.S.V.P. to the Temple office at (330) 

744-5001 no later than Monday, Dec. 7 at 
4 p.m. Let us know what you are bringing.
Shabbat  Dec. 5, 10 a.m.
Lay-led Shabbat Service 
 Dec. 18, 6 p.m.
Shabbat  Dec. 25, 6 p.m.

Rodef Sholom Sisterhood
Congregation Rodef Sholom Sister-

hood gathered in Kent, OH, to celebrate 
the district’s Area Day on Oct. 31. 

The event included sisterhoods from 
Akron, Canton, Hudson, and Medina. 
The topic was fashion. Everyone en-
joyed the pleasant day. Our sisters met 
at the Kent State University Fashion 
Museum auditorium. Sally Blau led a 
short Shabbat service with the assis-
tance of Samie Winick, Allyson Winick 
and Milana Dimenshteyn. The focus of 
the Fashion Museum was “Inside Out 
— Revealing Clothing’s Hidden Secret.”  
This exhibition showcased the secret 
inner-workings of different kinds of 
clothing. Many fashion designers create 
convenient hidden pockets — never to 
be revealed or seen — a fashion state-
ment that began in the 18th century and 
continues today. 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve 
as your representative on the North 
American and District board of direc-
tors. I was touched by the congratula-
tions and honors associated with my 
installation. It was a beautiful and heart-
felt experience. I will be sharing my ex-

Rabbi Franklin Muller
Congregation Rodef Sholom

Hanukkah commemorates a battle 
that took place in the land of Israel over 
2000 years ago. It was the first fight for 
religious freedom ever recorded in his-
tory. Antiochus and the Syrian-Greeks 
ruled the land, forbidding the Jews from 
practicing their faith. By outlawing the 
study of Torah, circumcision and ob-
servance of the Sabbath, not to mention 
desecrating the holy Temple in Jerusa-
lem, they sought to stamp out Judaism 
and force the Jews to adopt Hellenistic 
ways. It was only through the bravery 
and courage of Judah Maccabee and his 
small band of warriors that the enemy 
was defeated and the Temple rededicat-
ed in 165 BCE, thus beginning the Sec-
ond Jewish Commonwealth in the land 
of Israel. The First Jewish Common-
wealth was from 1000 BCE in the time 
of King Solomon until the Babylonians 
destroyed the first Temple in 586 BCE.

In the year 70 CE the Temple was 
once again destroyed, this time by the 
Romans, and the Jews were evicted 
from their homeland and carried off to 
distant lands, thus creating the Diaspo-
ra. It wasn’t until 1948, when the mod-
ern State of Israel was created, that the 
Jews could finally return home to a land 
of their own. 

For the last 67 years, the dream of Zi-
onism has been a reality, but of course 
Israel’s existence has not been a carefree 
one. Almost from the day David Ben-
Gurion read Israel’s Declaration of In-
dependence to the world nearly seven 
decades ago, lsrael has been attacked by 
hostile Arab nations which sought to 
push the Jews into the Mediterranean 
Sea. So often, it was like the days of An-
tiochus all over again.

Today peace treaties have been es-

tablished with Egypt and Jordan, but 
nations like Syria and particularly Iran 
remain virulently anti-Semitic. Radical 
Palestinian factions still plague our peo-
ple with cowardly attacks on unarmed 
civilians, whether through rockets 
launched from Gaza, or  knife-wielding 
young teenagers from East Jerusalem 
or other places within Israel acting on 
their own accord to strike fear in the 
hearts of all Israelis.

I can certainly understand the reti-
cence some of our congregants have 
expressed in recent weeks about going 
to visit Israel. Last year our Congre-
gational trip had to be canceled when 
war broke  out only three days before 
we were scheduled to leave. We had 
26 participants for that trip. The recent 
violence that has occurred in Israel is 
disturbing, without question, but that 
should not deter anyone who wants to 
travel to our Jewish homeland from do-
ing so. There are at least three reasons 
why this is so:

The Israel Ministry of Tourism would 
never put tourists, particularly Ameri-
cans, in harm’s way. At the first sign of 
any trouble, itineraries are rerouted to 
safer venues. A group of American Re-
form rabbis and delegates to the 37th 
World Zionist Congress recently at-
tended that conference in Jerusalem lit-
erally days following the violence, and 
returned home without incident. Birth-
right Israel, the wonderful program that 
has enabled thousands of young Ameri-
can Jews between the ages of 18 and 26 
to travel to Israel for ten-day tours, has 
not cancelled any of its missions. My 
daughter will be going on a trip with 
Birthright later this month.

When you consider all the gun vio-
lence that has occurred in our own 
country during the past year, one can 
certainly feel much safer and more se-

cure in Israel than the United States.
There is never a perfect time to visit 

Israel. You cannot wait until the day 
comes when a complete and full peace 
treaty is established with the Palestin-
ians, because that day may not arrive 
in our lifetime. The time to go is now, 
particularly for our older congregants 
while you are still ambulatory. Don’t 
wait until walking becomes a problem. 
Go now while you are still healthy.

There is simply nothing that can 
compare to a trip to Israel. It is the most 
important thing a Jew   can do to show 
their support for, and to build up their 
own connection to, the Jewish people. 

When you step off the plane and take 
your first steps outside Ben-Gurion air-
port, there is an immediate transforma-
tion that takes place. It’s hard to explain, 
but it’s in the very air you breathe. You 
just know you’ve come home. My wife 
puts it this way: “When we landed in 
Germany, I shed tears of sadness. When 
we landed in Israel, I shed tears of joy.”

Hanukkah celebrates the rededica-
tion of the Temple in Jerusalem so long 
ago. There is no better way to rededi-
cate yourself to your faith, religion and 
people than to journey to the State of Is-
rael. Please consider joining our Rodef 
Sholom trip to Israel, July 10-21, 2016. It 
will be an unforgettable experience, and 
I promise you, a safe one.

A meeting for the trip will take place 
in our home on Tuesday evening, Janu-
ary 12th at 7:00 p.m. If you are at all in-
terested, please, by all means, do attend. 
You will not be required to make a com-
mitment at this meeting. It is for infor-
mational purposes only. Micky Zoldan, 
Director of ITC Tours, will be with us to 
go over the itinerary and to address all 
questions and concerns.

Darlene joins me in wishing all of 
you a very happy Hanukkah.

At Hanukkah, consider traveling to Israel
Rodef Sholom

perience with you as the year progresses. 
The WRJ Assembly was a time for con-
necting and learning with Sisterhoods 
around the country. Imagine the feel-
ing of sharing in Shabbat services with 
5,000 men and women. There is so much 
to learn. We always have room to grow 
and share. WRJ is there to assist us and 
I am looking forward to an exciting year 

utilizing all I have learned.
Looking back, Kandy Rawl outdid 

herself once again for our Simcha Shab-
bat Dinner on Friday, Nov. 20.  A great 
time was had by all!

Looking forward! It is almost Hanuk-
kah! Time to start thinking about latkes 
and applesauce.  Our congregational pot 
luck dinner is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 

11. Gon and Shai Erez will be leading us 
in some games and activities. Please be 
sure to send in your reservations.

Stronger together for a future filled 
with Tikkun Olam.

With love and Sisterhood,
Your Sisterhood President, Sally Blau
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Listen. Help. Heal.

A Catholic healthcare ministry serving Ohio and Kentucky 

Cincinnati | Irvine | Lima | Lorain | Paducah | Springfield | Toledo | Youngstown

Choosing a Mercy Health Physician is one of the healthiest choices you 

can make. We are more than your doctors, we are partners in your 

long-term health. We listen, help and heal, and we are there when you 

need us most. Because caring for you, your family and the ones you 

love — this is what we were meant to do.

To find a physician like Dr. Macabobby in your area, 
call 877-654-8594 or visit mercy.com

“This is what I  
was meant to do.” 
Thomas Macabobby, MD 
St. Elizabeth Boardman Family Health 
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Upper left: Heritage Manor has been welcoming the community’s 

elderly for nearly 50 years. (See story page 5.)

Above: Sgt. Liran Maoz — the granddaughter of Louise Shultz of 

Warren — has joined an IDF combat battalion. (See story page 2.)

Lower left: A packed house at Rodef Sholom enjoys Akiva Academy’s 

annual Hanukkah program. For more Hanukkah pictures, see page 4.
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Sam Kooperman gets a farewell hug from Nancy Sentelik, his secretary of 20 years. (More on page 11)
Below, Dr. Milton Yarmy, now 102,  was a member of the com-mittee that planned Heritage Manor more than 50 years ago. Now a resident, he enjoys a visit with Activities Director Bobbie Berkowitz. (Story, page 15.)Far right, Holocaust Survivor Irving Roth addresses more than 600 people at Youngstown State University. (More on page 9.)
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Wishing our readers  

a healthy and ha
ppy 

Thanksgiving.

Above left: Jewish National Book Month, sponsored by the Jewish Book 

Council based in New York, encourages the purchase and reading of books 

with Jewish significance. In 1925, Fanny Goldstein, a librarian at the West 

End Branch of the Boston Public Library, set up an exhibit of Judaic books 

and used it as a focus of what she called Jewish Book Week. In 1927, the 

event was adopted by communities around the country. See books and 

reviews on pages 12-13.

Poster/Gena Feith Above right:  Violins of Hope, a major exhibit curated at 

the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage in Cleveland is a 

community-wide collaboration of Case Western Reserve 

University, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Cleveland 

Institute of music among others. See story and trip and 

program announcements on pages, 6, 13, and 16.

Below right: Valley women decorated bras, like the one 

seen here, as part of  the “Uplift” breast cancer aware-

ness program. See story on page 22.
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Jewish Christian Dialogue 
Wednesday, Dec. 2 at the Synagogue 

Cake and coffee are served at 12:30 
p.m. with the presentation at 1 p.m. 
This month, Father Jeff Mickler will 
discuss “Roman Christian Mystics.”  All 
are welcome to attend.
Fiesta Cocktail Party and Raffle
Saturday, Dec. 5 from 7 – 10 p.m. at the 
Temple. 

The evening will feature an open 
bar, an hors d’oeuvres extravaganza 
and dessert buffet, with entertainment 
by Anthony Horvath. Tickets are $150 
for two people and can be purchased in 
the Temple office. There will be $6000 
in cash prizes given away including the 
grand prize of $3500. Please call the 
Synagogue for further information.

Hanukkah Happening for Kids 
Monday, Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. at the Temple

 The Israeli Shlichim will share how 
the holiday is celebrated in Israel. Chil-
dren will also decorate their own Ha-
nukkah cookies to take home and do a 
special craft. We’ll light the Menorah, 
and latkes and snacks will be provided. 
R.S.V.P. to the Temple by Dec. 4.

Sisterhood’s monthly meeting and 
Hanukkah luncheon takes place on 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at noon. The luncheon 
will be catered by Kravitz’s and will 
feature Kravitz’s delicious latkes. Fol-
lowing, lunch games will be played. An 
open board meeting will be at 10:45 a.m. 
All Sisterhoods are cordially invited to 
attend and join in the fun. Kindly RSVP 
to the Temple office at 330-759-1429. 
Shabbat service and 
Hanukkah luncheon 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at 9:30 a.m. with the 
luncheon at noon. 

By MaryLou Finesilver

About 58 
years ago, 
when I was 
pregnant with 
my first child, 
I began my life 
with the then 
Anshe Emeth 
Sisterhood. 

I’ve been 
on a roll ever 

since. I held many positions; publicity, 
Torah Fund, programing, and a couple I 
don’t remember. 

Fortunately for Sisterhood, never 
treasurer! That takes a very special per-
son. We have had some beautiful trea-
surers and the position was always long 
term. I have been fortunate enough to 
have Terri Kaback in that position now.

I remember bits and pieces over the 
years, such as the pasta dinners I would 
help with at Anshe Emeth on Christ-
mas. I think it was Naomi Fine and Ella 
Rosky at the helm. I actually did help 
in the kitchen, but never anything too 
challenging. Can’t remember what it 
was now, but it was my level of exper-
tise. I remember the Mother-Daughter 
dinners where the dads would help 
serve. Hmmmm, that might be fun for 
the future. 

I also remember when Maureen 
Schwartz and I wrote and executed a 
kid’s style show. I think a couple of mine 
were in it, one very reluctantly. Belong-
ing to Sisterhood has been a wonderful 
experience. I feel that I have made so 
many wonderful friends over the years 
and worked on so many projects that 
were fun and also fulfilling. It is a great 

feeling to start a project and watch it 
expand over the years. 

I dropped out for 15 years: wow, 
it was really that long, because I was 
working full time. Once I started my 
job at the JCC, I was able to return, and 
it really was almost as if I never left. 
That’s the good part of Sisterhood. I 
enjoyed my two years as branch presi-
dent as well, that was quite challenging. 
It was traveling to different cities and 
teaching leadership and programming. 
Shirley Solomon was recording sec-
retary, and a couple of times she went 
with me. That was fun. The traveling 
to the Concord for Women’s League 
meetings was so enlightening. 

Not sure it if was the workshop ses-
sions or the late night parties when 
three sisters from Cleveland held court 
telling jokes. One told them in Yiddish, 
one translated for us dummies, and the 
other laughed harder than all of us. Sad 
that we don’t do that anymore. I think 
our women might find it a beautiful ex-
perience. 

Anyway to sum it all up, being with 
Sisterhood has been a very positive fac-
tor in my life and I don’t regret a min-
ute of it. Sisterhood has become part of 
my family and I am most grateful for 
the experience. Thank you all.

Well, back to Sisterhood. Thanks to 
Lenore Ackerman and Lucille Vegh and 
their committee of dedicated workers, 
we will have dreidel cookies for sale for 
Hanukkah. $9 per dozen. 

We are selling raffle tickets from 
now until the Dec. 8 meeting and will 
draw the winners at that meeting. The 
items are a $100 Giant Eagle gift card, 
hand-strung necklace and earrings, 
a basket 'Cruising down Belmont Av-
enue” with gift cards for Kravitz, Plaza 
Donuts, and Handels, a fleece blanket, 
a hand-knitted scarf and hat. And I 
volunteered my challah, but I would be 
happy to make my Cuban bread if so 
desired (very crusty round bread). 

The December meeting will be Ha-
nukkah games on Dec. 8, with a board 
meeting at 10:45 a.m., meeting at noon. 
Lunch is $12 for members, and reserva-
tions are a must by Dec. 4. Thanks to all 
who are participating in this program.

El Emeth
Reminiscing about Sisterhood

(Continued on next page)

Phyllis Perlman (front) and Elayne Rusnak make Hanukkah cookies.
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Atty. Susan Tuchman, director of the 
national Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica’s Center for Law and Justice was the 
guest speaker at the Jewish Community 
Center on Oct. 22. The local district 
Youngstown Zionist Organization of 
America, sponsored the event.

Addressing the escalating problems 
of anti-Semitism and anti-Israel rheto-
ric and activity on college campuses 
around the United States, Ms. Tuch-
man spoke about Jewish students being 
threatened, harassed and even physical-
ly assaulted for supporting Israel. 

She said, “This hostile rhetoric nega-
tively affects Jewish students’ physical 
and emotional well-being, their learn-
ing capability and ability to reach their 
full potential.”

She explained that Jewish property 
has been defaced and/or destroyed and 
that BDS campaigns and other anti-
Israel efforts are on the rise. Jewish and 
pro-Israel speakers and programs have 
been disrupted and shut down on cam-
puses. 

The Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica leads in the protection of Jewish 
students from anti-Semitism and anti-
Israel rhetoric on their campuses. ZOA 
has spearheaded the successful fight to 
ensure that Jewish students are protect-
ed from harassment and discrimination 
through implementation of Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Ms. Tuchman was instrumental in 

the first successful use of this provision 
which protects students from harass-
ment, intimidation and discrimination 
based on their actual or perceived an-
cestry or ethnic identity as Jews. The 
law prohibits racial or ethnic discrimi-
nation in any federally funded program 
or activity, which includes all public and 
virtually all private schools. 

The same law allows Jewish students 
to have the legal right to a non-hostile 
campus environment that is conducive 
to learning. Federally funded schools 
have the legal obligation to protect their 
students — or risk losing federal fund-
ing. She offered effective strategies for 
responding to these situations.

Ms. Tuchman explained anti-Sem-
itism as a hostility toward or hatred 
against Jews, as a religious, ethnic, or ra-
cial group. Anti-Semitic crimes include 
acts of violence, terrorist attacks against 
Jews and the destruction of Jewish prop-
erty. She spoke of other forms of anti-
Semitism such as: demonizing Jews or 
making stereotypical allegations about 

Jews or the power of Jews- e.g., claiming 
that Jews control the U.S. government 
or the media; or that Jews are respon-
sible for the problems in the world, or 
are greedy, aggressive and conspiratori-
al. Another form would entail denial of 
the Holocaust, distorting or minimizing 
facts about the Holocaust or accusing 
Jews as a people of inventing or exag-
gerating the Holocaust.

Ms. Tuchman said that an indi-
vidual facing campus anti-Semitism, 
should report the problem to the re-
spective school and demand that rules 
and policies be enforced. She said an-
other form of action was to file a dis-
crimination complaint in court or with 
the Office for Civil Rights in the U.S. 
Department of Education. The third 
was to seek help.

She explained that the ZOA is here 
to assist those who need help in resolv-
ing problems and to protect the right to 
a safe and respectful campus environ-
ment that is conducive to learning and 
reaching one’s full potential.

Susan Tuchman addresses campus anti-Semitism
December birthdays will also be ob-

served. Join us for a catered deli lun-
cheon complete with lots of latkes. Veg-
etarian options will be available. 
Joint Ohev Tzedek and El Emeth 
Hanukkah celebration
Sunday, Dec. 13 from 5 - 8 p.m. at 
Ohev Tzedek

Candle-lighting, Hanukkah songs, 
salad bar dinner and ice cream bar, bal-
loon animals and The World Series of 
Dreidel. Reservations may be called into 
the Ohev Tzedek office at 330-758-2321.
Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

Enjoy brunch and a study session on 
the month of Tevet, led by Carol Gottes-
man. R.S.V.P. to the Temple for brunch. 
All women are invited to attend.
Shmoozing with Smulik
Monday, Dec. 28 at 10:30 a.m, in the 
chapel. 

Our monthly Yiddish group, will 
meet on. Sam Kooperman leads month-
ly Yiddish group with stories, music, 
jokes, and fun in Yiddish. Coffee and 
bagels/Danish are served.

Shabbat morning services 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.

Minyan is held Sunday through Fri-
day nights at 5:45 p.m. Saturday after-
noon Minyans in December are at 5 
p.m.

El Emeth schedule
(continued from previous page)

Schermer Trusts Annual Report (Continued from p. 5)

Warren Chamber Orchestra, Greenville 
Orchestra, Sojourner House, Warren 
Public Schools’ Enrichment Program, 
Jubilee Gardens, and the NCJW project 
for post foster-care young adults as well 
as many others.

Applications
The Youngstown trustees are guided 

by the philosophies of their respective 
organization, B’nai B’rith and Zionist 
Organization of America: 

Tzedakah
The trustees are always pleased to 

receive and encourage organizations to 
apply for grants and to consider non-
profit (501(C)(3)) charitable and edu-

cational institutions suggested by our 
community members. 

Please direct inquires to the Frances 
and Lillian Schermer Charitable Trusts, 
c/o Bruce Sherman and Richard Mar-
lin, 21 N. Wickliffe Circle, Youngstown, 
Ohio 44515. Email submissions should 
be sent to James L. Pazol, administrator 
at jlpazol1@gmail.com.

Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Marlin
Youngstown Zionist Organization of 
America
Bruce Sherman, CPA
Trustee
Aaron Grossman Lodge 339
B’nai B’rith

Photo/ Dr Bill Gordon

Among those attending the ZOA event were (from left) Jerry Peskin, Jeannie Peskin, Kathie  
Weinberg, Ronna Marlin, Rick Marlin, Alice Franklin, Speaker Susan Tuchman, Suzyn 
Schwebel Epstein, and Michael Froomkin.
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 JOY TO YOU THIS CHANUKAH! 
A festival of flavors for your festival of lights.

Prices effective through December 16, 2015

399
lb.339

lb.

Please visit our stores for additional selections of fine kosher wines

Plus all state and local taxes. Not all items and retails available in all areas.

KOSHER WINE 
10% case discount available on all wines. 599

ea. 2 FOR 
$4 2 FOR 

$4

3 FOR 
$1 4 FOR 

$3

2 FOR 
$7

199
ea.

299
ea.

2 FOR 
$7

Chocolate or 
Cinnamon 
Babka

Save up to $1.00 ea. with your

Lipton 
Kosher 
Soup Mix
1.9 to 4.3 oz., 
selected varieties

Save up to $2.78 on 2 with your

Manischewitz 
Potato 
Pancake Mix
6 oz.

Save up to $3.58 on 2 with your

Elite 
Chanukah 
Coins 
.53 to 5.3 oz.,
selected varieties

Save up to 50¢ on 3

Kedem Tea Biscuits 
3.8 to 4.5 oz., selected varieties

Save up to $1.00 
on 4 with your

Farmers Market
Red Delicious or 
McIntosh Apples
3 lb. bag

Yellow Onions
3 lb. bag

Sun•Maid 
Pitted or 
Chopped Dates
8 oz.

Farmers Market
Red Potatoes
5 lb. bag

Manischewitz 
Concord 
Grape or 
Blackberry
1.5 L

Bartenura
Moscato
d'Asti
750 mL

849
ea. 1399

ea.
Save $1.00 ea. Save $3.00 ea.

Empire Kosher
Fresh Whole 
Frying Chicken

Empire 
Kosher
Frozen Turkey

Fresh Flowers 
for your Holiday!
 Selection may vary by location.Chanukah Cards
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